TRAFFORD COUNCIL

Report to:    Safety at Sports Grounds Sub Committee 
Date:
          28th May 2009. 



Report for:   Information

Report of:    Director of Environment
Report Title

	Variation to the Premises Licence held for Lancashire County Cricket Club and approving the use of Great Stone Road Entrance for Heavy Goods Vehicles. 




Summary

	Report detailing the Grant of a Variation to the Premises Licence for Lancashire County Cricket Club and the use of Great Stone Road Entrance for Heavy Goods Vehicles. 




Recommendation
	That the Report be noted.



Contact person for access to background papers and further information:

Name:

Alan Finney



Extension:
1011


Background Papers: 

	Financial Implications:

	

	Legal Implications:
	

	Human Resources Implications:
	

	Asset Management Implications:
	

	E-Government Implications:
	

	Risk Management Implications:
	


In 2007 a Premises Licence was issued to Lancashire County Cricket Club

(LCCC) for the whole Stadium which included regulated entertainment and

pop concerts and allowed for an agreed number and type of event each year.

The conditions relating to maximum numbers of concerts were included to take into account noise limits detailed in the national “Code of Practice on Environmental Noise Control at Concerts” and the previous numbers, types and experience of concerts held at the Old Trafford Stadium.

It was also thought appropriate that the licence conditions relating to the number and 
type of concerts reflected the conditions in the proposed Section 106 agreement with the Club.

The licence issued in 2007 imposes a range of specific conditions and in respect of pop concerts these are detailed below:

  Unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Licensing Authority:

· No more than 7 days of outdoor concerts shall be held on the Licensed Premises in any calendar year.

· If in any calendar year 7 days of outdoor concerts are held on the Licensed Premises no more than 5 days of concerts shall be held on the Licensed Premises in the next succeeding calendar year. 

· There shall not be held on the Licensed Premises in any calendar year any more than 4 days of outdoor concerts where the audience exceeds 25,000. 

· Outdoor concerts shall not be held on the Licensed Premises on more than 4 consecutive days in any calendar year. 

· Outdoor concerts where the audience exceeds 25,000 shall not be held on the Licensed Premises on more than 3 consecutive days in any calendar year.

· For the avoidance of doubt, a day on which an outdoor concert is held means a day on which the actual concert performance takes place and does not include, if different, days on which setting up/dismantling sound checks and rehearsals take place. 
PROPOSED CONCERTS FOR 2009

LCCC has announced that it will be hosting five concerts featuring the band ‘Take That’ in June 2009 (23rd, 24th, 26th, 27th and 28th).  
The Club will also be hosting a concert featuring the band “Coldplay” on 12th September 2009.

This number of large concerts of around 50,000 capacity will mean that the Club plan to have six major events when the current licence generally allows four in any one year.  
 APPLICATION FOR VARIATION OF PREMISES LICENCE

In  February 2009 LCCC submitted an application for a variation of its

existing Premises Licence
The application proposes a variation to authorise seven days of outdoor

concerts with an audience capacity of up to 59,999 in any calendar year.

The applicant does not seek to vary the existing condition which provides that

if seven days of outdoor concerts are held in one calendar year, then in the

next succeeding calendar year no more than five days of outdoor concerts

shall be held.

For 2009 the applicant seeks 6 days of concerts with an audience capacity of

over 5,000; two on consecutive days, followed by a break of one day, followed

by three further concerts in June 2009 and one further concert with a capacity

of over 5,000 in September 2009.

From 1st January 2010 and thereafter the applicant will accept an additional

condition that if four concerts with a capacity of over 5,000 take place within a

28 day period then in the subsequent 14-day period no concerts with a

capacity of over 5,000 shall be held without the consent of the Licensing

Authority.  
The Licensing Authority received representations against the grant of the

variation from two persons living in the vicinity of the premises.  

The Licensing Authority has also received a representation from the

Environmental Protection Section of Trafford Council, which primarily related to noise breakout due to the demolished stands.  

Environmental Protection recommended that an acoustic barrier of 3m height and superficial mass of at least 10kg/m2 will need to be erected along the full length of the development site and maintained during all concert days.  This is attached as a condition to the varied premises licence.

APPROVAL FOR USE OF GREAT STONE ROAD ENTRANCE

Under the terms of the existing Premises Licence there is a condition relating

to the use of the Great Stone Road entrance to the Cricket Ground by heavy

goods vehicles in association with the staging of concerts.  The condition

reads as follows:

‘No heavy goods vehicles associated with the staging of the Concert shall be granted access or egress through the Great Stone Road entrance without the prior agreement in writing between the Premises Licence Holder and the Licensing Authority.’

In addition to the variation application submitted for consideration, LCCC also

sought written approval, in accordance with the above condition, to use the

Great Stone Road entrance by heavy goods vehicles before and after the

series of concerts. The request is made on the grounds that because of the

current works of demolition and construction at the premises, the use of the

Brian Statham Way entrance is no longer feasible or safe. 

The Environmental Protection Section has made a representation in respect of this request recommending a number of conditions related to access and egress of concert traffic.  
LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE – 6TH APRIL 2009.
The Sub Committee approved the application for the Variation to the Premises, subject to conditions mentioned.
Approval was also given for the use of the Great Stone Road entrance by Heavy Goods Vehicles, subject to restrictions and requirements agreed between LCCC and Environmental Protection.
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